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PROFESSION OF BELIEF, 


And PLAN of the General Association of the U- 
'  niversal Churches and Societies, of the 
New England States. 





The Churches and Societies of Universa.ists of 
the New England States, assembled in GENERAL | 
ConvENTION, holden at Winchester, New-Hamp- 
shire, on the 2ist and 22d of September, A. D. 
1803. . 

To the individuals of the several churches and 
societies, and to all persons whom it may concern: 
Greeting. 

Brethren and Friends : 

Whereas, the diversities of capacity and of op- 
portunity for obtaining information, together with 
many attendant circumstances, have occasioned, 
among the sincere professors of the Abrahamic. 
Faith, some diversities of opinion concerning some 
points of doctrine and modes of practice. We 
therefore think it expedient, in order to prevent 
gonfusion and misunderstanding, and to promote 
the edifying and building up of the church together 
in Jove, to record and publish that profession of 
beliei, which we agree in as essential; and that | 
plan of ecclesiastical fellowship and general subor- 
dination, Which we, as a christian association, con- 
ceive We Ought .o maintain. 

PROFESSION OF BELIEF. 

ArticLeE i. We believe that the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old‘and New Testaments contain a 
revelation of the character of God, and of the du- 
ty, interest, and final destination of mankind. 

ArTIcLE 2, We believe that there is One God, 
whose nature is Love ; revealed in @ne Lord Jesus | 
Christ, by One Holy Spirit of Grace; who will 
finally restore the whole family of mankind to ho- 
liness and happiness. 

Artricte 3. We believe that holiness and true 
happiness are inseparably connected ; and that be- 
levers ought to maintain order, and practice good 
works,for these things are good and profitable unto 
men. 


As we believe these to be truths which deeply 
eoncern the honor of the Divine Character, and the 
interests of man, we do hereby declare that we 
continue to consider ourselves and our societies in 
fellowship, a denomination of christians distinct 
and separate from those who do not approve the 
Whole of this profession and belief, as expressed:in 
the three abeve articles. 

And asa distinct denomination, we continue to 
elaim the authority of exercising among ourselves, 
that order for the glory of God in the good of the 
chureh, which christianity requires. 

And we continue to claim the external privileges, 
which, according to the free constitution of our 
country, every denomination is entitled to enjoy. 

Yet, while we, as an assoeiation, adopt a gener- 
al profession of belief, and plan of church govern- 
ment, we leave it to the several churches and so- 
cleties, or to smaller associations of churches, if 
such should be formed within the limits of our gen- 
eral association, to continue, or adopt, within them- 
selves, such more ‘particular articles of faith, or 
modes of discipline, as may appear to’theim best, 
under their particular circumstances ; «provided 
they do not disagree with our general prefession 
and plan. 

And while we consider that every church pos- 
Stsses, within itself, all the powers of self-govern- 
meut, we earnestly and affectionately recommend 
itto every church, society, or particular associa- 
ion, to exercise the spirit of christian meekness 
‘nd charity towards those who have different| 
odes of faith or practice ; that where the breth- | 


—— 











ren cannot see alike, they may agree to differ, and 
let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 


PLAN OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION. 


Sect. Ist. The General Association of Univer- 
salists of the New England States, shall hold a 
Convention, once a year, at sueh time and place, 
as shall have been appointed by the preceding 
Convention. 

Secr. 2d. Each society, approving our general 


' profession and plan, and manifesting a desire for 


the increase and support of gospel light and order, 
shall have a right to send to the Convention a del- 
egate or delegates, who shall hold our general pro- 


fession of belief, and support 4 sober, moral char- | 
acter; and such delegates shall be received as 


members of the Convention. 

Sect. 3d. Those ordained ministers and _licens- 
ed preachers of the gospel, who have received the 
fellowship of the Association, shall be considered 
as members of the Convention at which they at- 
tend, while they remain in that fellowship, whether 
they produce credentials from any society, or not. 

Secr. 4th. The consent of a majority of mein- 
bers present shall be necessary to the reception of 
any new member, who is neither a minister, nor a 
preacher, in fellowship, nor a delegate producing 
credentials from some church, society, or particu- 
lar association. 

Sect. 5th. Each member of the Convention 
shall be entitled to one vote in every matter to be 
determined ; except those in which the societies 
represented ought to have equal privilege ; such as 
determining the place of holdjeg the next Conven- 
tion ; or any other matter which thé majority of 
the Convention shall judge to be of a similar na- 
ture in this respect ; in such cases, each society 
represented shall be considered as having no more 
than one voice ; and each person voting shall be 
considered as representing not more than one 
society. 

Sect. 6th. The business ofa General Conven- 
tion, when met, shall be : 

To choose a Presiding Elder, Clerk, and other 
Officers, if necessary ; 

’ ‘To examine. into the state of particular societies, 
churches, or associations, on due representation ; | 
and give or withhold, continue or withdraw their | 
fellowship, as may be necessary ; 

To look over the conduct of the members of the | 
Association, especially those who labor in word | 
and doctrine ; and approve or rebuke, or deny fel- | 
lowship, as occasion may require ; 

To examine into the qualifications of ministers, | 
preachers, or other individuals, who appear candi- | 
dates for the fellowship ofthe Association ; and. 
give or withhold that fellowship, as may appear 
best’; 

To appoint, and hear the reports of particular 
committees, and determine concerning them ; | 

And to adopt all such measures, in their power, 
as may tend to the promotion of general erder, in- | 
struction and edification. 

Sect. 7th. Ordinations, during the recess of the | 
Convention, shail be conducted as heretofore, at 
such times, and im suck places, and manner, as at- 
tendant circumstances and good order require ; and 
due and seasonable report thereof, shall be made 
to the Association in Convention. 

Sect. 8th. ‘The General Association, and partic- 
ular Associations, and churches, in all cases are 
required to look for those qualifications in their of- 
ficers, which the scriptures of the New Testament 
have made requisite: particularly, Matt. xxviii. 1. 
20. and the 3d and 4th chapters of the Epistle to 
Timothy ; and they are referred to the same sacred 








books for directions how to deal with offenders : 
particularly Matt. xviii. 15,21. Luke xvii. 3, 4. 

Secr. 9th. The General Association disclaims 
all authority for passing any further judgment 
against any offending particular association, socie- 
ty, church, or individual, than the mere withdraw- 
ing of tellowship. 

Sect. 10th. The Association reserves to itself, 
under the direction of that Divine Wisdom whick 
was to accompany the followers of Christ to the 


‘end ofthe world, the right of making hereafter 
/such alterations of this gereral PLAN of the Asso- 


ciation, as circumstances may require. 
But there is no alteration of any part of the three 
Articles that contain the Profession of our Belief, 


ever to be made, at any future period. 


The above, and the within, is respectfully sub- 
mitted, by 
ZEBULON STREETER, ) Committee of the 
GEORGE RICHARDS, — | General ‘Conven- 
HiOSEA BALLOU, tion, appointed at 
WALTER TERRISS, and | Strafford,  Ver- 
ZEPHANIAH LATHE, —) mont, Sept. 1802. 


By the General Convention of the Universal Church 
es and Societies : 


RATIFICATION IN TOTAL. 

The above, and all and every part thereof, hayv- 
ing been deliberately read, maturely considered, 
and seriously investigated, was accepted of, and 
passed, by the unanimous vote of all present. In 
solemn witness whereof, the Presiding Elder, and 
Clerk, and Assistant Reader, have fixed their res- 
pective signatures, 

Done at Winchester, New-Hampshire, Septem 
ber 23d, 1803. 

ZEBULON STREETER, Presiding Elder. 

Noauw Murray, Clerk. 

Epwarp Turner, -2ssistant Reader. 

A true Copy of Record. 


Attest, Hosea Baxxou, 2d. Standing Clerk. 


Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 18 4. 
* 25th. Voted, That when any brother in the 





ministry, holding fellowship with this Convention, 
receives ordination or installation over any church 
or society, or takes up such connection, it shall be 
the dnoty of such brother to make due return to the 
General Convention of such proceedings.” 


Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
CONVENTION for F820. 


| “13th. Voted, That forever after it shall be the 


duty of the Clerk of the General Convention, or of 
the brother who may be appointed to write the 
Circular Letter, to send at least three copies of the 
Proceedings of the Convention, to three brethren 
in the ministry, members of each of the ditherent 
Associations in fellowship with the Convention,” 


Extract from the Record of the Proceedings of the 
Convention for 1824. 

“26th. The following resolve was unanimously 
passed: Resolved, That,in future, in all instances 
of difficulty existing between brethren in the min- 
istry, or between a brother in the ministry ant a 
church or society in fellowship with the General 
Convention, it shafl be the duty of such parties to 
settle their difference by a mutual council, chosen 
of such as are in fellowship with the General Con- 
vention ; and should either party refuse to submit 
the case to such a council, the other shall have a 
right to choose an ex-parte council ; and the deci- 
sion in either case shall be final.” 

True Copies of Record. 


‘Attest, HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. Standing Clerk. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


REPLY TO “JUSTIN.” 


Dean Brotner—I noticed in the last number of 
the Intelligencer, an address from you on the sub- 
ject of my sermon lately preached in Wayne. It 


appears that on your first reading the sermon your ' 


“anxious feelings” were “ very much relieved ;” 
but on amore thorough examination of it, compar- 
ing it with scripture and facts, you were “ in as 
much difficulty as ever.” So you propose six ques- 
tions, which you wish me to answer, and which 
present the difficulties that have arisen in your 
mind. I know not but that fairness, candor and 
good feeling, moved your pen; but. be assured, 
Sir, us I proceed to notice your question, I do it 
in the exercise of considerable wonder, that “ an 
enlightened mind” could have found such difficul- 
ties as you have presented—especially after “a 
more thorough examination of the sermon.” 

Question 1. In this question, after supposing 
that J will not pretend that “ all men” were govern- 
ed by the holy law of Christ’s kingdom at the com- 
mencement of his reign, you ask, “ How then, did 
Christ rule all the world, or judge them?” Now 
look at this question again. You had just before 
stated that you yourself understood it to be the 
sentiment of my sermon, that the time for “ this 
judging or ruling the world, isthe day of judgment, 
which commenced with the ministry of Christ, and 
will continue till his religion, which is in its nature 
impartial, shall have become universal.” And 
now, after understanding it to be my sentiment, 
that the day of Christ’s reign or judgment com- 
menced, when he commenced the work of subdu- 
iug and reconciling the world to God, and will con- 
tinue until his reign has become universal, or until 
it rules every heart, you ask, “Ilow then did Christ 
rule all the world”—at the commencement of this 
day ? What possible bearing, or what meaning can 
this question have, in relation to the doctrine ofthe 
sermon 2? Did you mean to inquire whether it is 
possible for a day to begin before it ends? Or 
whether it was possible tor Christ to commence the 
work of his mediatorial kingdom betore he had 
finished it? Yes; thisseems to be the amount of 
* your first question, And so having conceived in 
your mind a negative answer ; i. e. baving conclud- 
ed that the work of Christ’s reign could not com- 
mence until it had been finished, you seem to bring 
forth this objection to the sermon, It cannot be that 
the day, in which Christ will rule or judge all the 
world, has commenced heretofore, as the sermon suppo- 
ses, because the whole purpose for which “ authority 
and a kingdom” is given to Christ is not yet accom- 
plished ; there are many whom the law of Christ’s 
kingdom does not yet govern! Whether this objec- 
tion can “ weigh much in an enlightened mind” I 
will leave it for others to judge. But as for me, 
though [freely confess that there are many whose 
hearts are not yetruled by Christ’s kingdom, this 
“ircumstance weighs nothing in my mind, against 
the idea that the day has now commenced in which 
Christ will rule all men. 

Question 2. Where did Curist rule, judge or 
sovern the world, during the ages of Popery ?” &c. 

Ans. He ruled, no doubt, in the heart of many 
humble lovers of his religion. Eiias once thought 
that he was “ jeft alone,” the only righteous person 
on the earth. But the answer of God said to him, 
“T have reserved to myself seven thousand men 
who have not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal.” And Ihave no doubt that there were some, 
perhaps as many as seven thousand, lovers ot the 
religion of Jesus, in the ages of Popery to which 
you refer, 

You ask again, “ Does the kingdom of Christ 
rule in the hearts of those who deny and persecute 
the truth ?” [Christianity.) Ans. No. But what 
then? Dear Sir, what ditficulty have you found 
here ? Why, you appear unable to believe that 
the reign of Christ had commenced when the a- 
pentes preached repentance to the Gentiles, and 

as continued ever since, because his kingdom dees 
pot nuw rule ithe hearts of those who deny the 


' 


christian religion. The scriptures teach that God 
hath raised up Christ, “ and exalted. hin with his 
right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour,” and ‘He 
must reign till he hath put ail enemies under his 
feet.” But this you find it difficult to believe, be- 
cause all are not yet subdued. How shall IT remove 
‘such “ difficulties ?” Ican do nothing more just 
at present than to remark, that the very saying, 
“ He must reign till he hath put ail enemies under 
his teet,” implies that he might reign for some 
length of time, before he should have subdued all 
under him. 

Your 3d Question presents no new “ difficulty,” 
‘but the same over again that was brought up in 
‘the Ist and 2d. Therefore it is unnecessary to 
consider this by itself. 

Question 4. “ What do you really mean by the 
| phrases, ‘ all men every where,’ and ‘ the world ? 
Is it the same all men, and the same world, of whom 
Christ is called the Saviour ?” 

Ans. Yes.—Then you ask further, “ If his rul- 
ing the world here, means nothing more than your 
sermon implies, how will you prove that his reign 
hereafter, will be any more extensive and blissful ?” 
Means nothing more than my sermon implies! What 
does my sermonimply ? It does not undertake to 
show that Christ does now actually rule the whole 
world, and govern it by the law ofhis kingdom ; 
but that he has commenced a reign which shall ex- 
tend untilit has become universal; and that the 
day has now commenced, in which this complete 
victory and universal empire of Christ shall be 
gained, and the work of gaining it has been, and is 
now, going on. Such is the sentiment of the ser- 
mon, and so you understood it when you wrote the 
introduction to your questions. It was also at- 
tempted to show that the reign is a reign of righ- 
teousness and peace. Of course it must now and 
henceforth be “ blissful” as far as it extends. But 
you ask, “ How will you prove that his reign here- 
after will be any more extensive” than it now is ? 
Is it possible that he who has proposed such a ques- 
tion as this, is a professed believer in the final re- 
demption of all men ? IfI judge rightly from “Jus- 
tin’s” style and signature, so it 2s. 

Brother ; carefully consider a question from me, 
and yours will be answered. You doubtless believe 
that the gospel dispensation has commenced al- 
ready, and that the design of the gospel is, sooner 
or later, to bring every lost soul of the human fam- 
ily home to the bosom oftheir Father and God. 
And you further believe that this design will not 
| fail, but will in due time be accomplished. But 
how do you prove this ? Forasmuch as the gospel 
dispensation begun about eighteen hundred years 
ago, and has continued ever since, and yet there 
are “twenty five thirtieths of mankind” who do 
not now enjoy the salvation of the gospel, how will 
| you prove that this salvation hereafter will be any more 
extensive 2 You would meet with no difficulty in 
‘giving a ready answer, and one satisfactory to 
yourself, to any opponent of yours who should ask 
you such a question. And when you have an- 
swered this, you will have answered the one which 
you proposed for me. And then your spectre of 
“ a death-blow to Universalism,” which you have 
labored so hard to force up before the eye of your 
imagination, will have vanished away. 


Question 5. Here you refer me to three texts 
of scripture on the subject of judgment, and ask 
whether.such scriptures can be fairly made to apply 
‘to my view of the sulject.—To this I reply, whether 
| these scriptures refer to the same judgment as the 
one which heads my sermon, or not, they will ap- 
ply to my view of the subject there offered—unless 
it can be shown that they apply to ajudgment a/- 
tery Christ has finished the work of bis mediatorial 
reign, delivered up the kingdom to God the Fatl- 
er, and God is ALL IN ALL. But to make such an 
application of these scriptures is what you will not 
attempt, and what, 1 conceive, cannot be done. 
Therefore they are consistent with my views offer- 
fed in the sermon. For on page 22d, speaking of 











other judgments besides the one which was mean! 
in my text, and which are particularly designed toi 
retribution, [ remarked, “ But these judgments o: 
God upou the wicked, are pot designed, as some 





ct 
have believed, to confirm and perpetuate them ; 
n 
endless wickedness and wo, and so to prevent ro 
pentance. But they are by all means, consistent 
with the governing principle of the kingdom, or 
general judgment of Christ, which Paul preached in 
the text, designed to aid in subduing men to repen- 
tance, and obedience to God.” “This was an ac. 
knowiedgment that the scriptsres speak of other 
judgments besides the one which was meantin my 
text, and which, [ think, is sufficiently proved in the 
sermon to be the kingdom of Christ. Though the 
cause of my sermon does not require that I should 
say any thing more on this question. yet it may 
lead some readers to a profitable study for them. 
selves, just to state my opinion on the seriptures 
you refer to. 

The first, Matt. xi. 22, I think very evidently re. 
fers to that dreadful judgment which was then fy. 
ture, but soon to come, on all the cities of Israel : g 
judgment which should award to the wicked 
“ great tribulation, such as was not since the be. 
ginning of the world, no, nor ever shall be.” f, 
verse 16th, Jesus had inquired, “-Whereunto shal! 
[liken this generation ?” . He then spoke of thei; 
determined opposition to him, and testified of the 
dreadful judgment to which they were exposed ; 
and to which you now refer. I think there ean be 
no reasonable doubt that Jesus here referred to the 
same judgment that he did afterwards in the 23¢ 
Chapter ; where, as in this, he spoke to the same 
people of their same determined opposition to him, 
and then assured them that the accumulating eyil: 
of many ages should break “ upon this generation.” 
The idea conveyed in the scripture under conside 
ration appears to be this. “The judgment which 
shall come upon you, cities of per shall be so ex- 
tremely terrible, that the dreddful judgment of Tyre, 
Sidon, Sodom, §c.s0 ratable on the pages of your 
tory, shall appear very tolerable in comparison in that 
day.” And this, according to later history, proved 
to be the fact. 


The idea of a judgment and retribution, or pa- 
rental principles, even in a future state, is what I 
never disputed. My sermon does not interfere 
with this subject atall. The Saviour will employ 
whatever means are best, till all are subdued under 
the government of his holy law of love. But the 
scripture which we have just examined, I think, 
cannot be fairly applied to a judgment now future. 

Your second passage is, Rom. xiv. 9. “ For to 
this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and living.” 





Lord and Christ.” 


if Christ’s being Lord both of the dead and living, 
| means the same as his judging the world in righ- 
_teousness, as your referring to it in this way shows 
that you understand it, then it confirms the views 
offered in my sermon. For it shows that his rule 
|as Lord or Judge is not entirely deferred till all men 
are dead, but commences among the living ; and 
_has commenced before now. For when God raised 
‘up Christ from the dead, he “ made him to be both 
Accordingly Paul proceeds in 
|the next verse; “ But why dost thou judge thy 
|brother ? for we must all stand before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ.” That is,“ Why do christians 
judge one another 2 One ts our Master, even Christ. 
He sits in dominion and judgment. We are all amen- 
able tohim; and we shall all receive from his judg- 
ment according to our deserts.” Paul did not mea, 
however, that Christ would not enter jnto his au- 
thority as Judge till a long time hence, and in some 
other state of existence; for that would have been 
at variance with the teachings of Christ himseli, 
who had said, God “ hath given him authority to 
execute judgment. The other scripture to which 
you refer, you will allow, is on the same subject as 
this. 

Your 6th and last question is already answered. 
In my sermon I had shown that the judgment 0! 
Christ will continue, until it bas accomplished the 
whole work assigned it. And I have just now told 
you that to “ reconcile and save” all, he will employ 
such “ means” as shali be best. And when all 
shall have been subdued to Christ, then will be the 
fend of thisjudgment day; Christ will deliver up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father, and God be aLt- 
IN ALL. 
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Respecting your question about Christ’s ruling 
in the eternal world, as Sampson ruled Israel in 
this, I only have to say ; if, when I referred to the 
case of Sampson’s judging Israel to show that judg- 
ment sometimes means ruling power, you under- 
stood me to mean that Christ’s judginent or ruling 
power is like Sampson's, then I really:think you are 
excusable for all you have written on this solemn and 
important subject. 

Yours inthe bonds of christian love, 
SYLVANUS COBB. 
WatTERVILLE, Oct. 27, 1825. 
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** EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 


RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION. 

The blessed Jesus pronounced a benediction on 
those, who should be reviled and persecuted, for 
an undeviating adherance to the christian cause ; 
from which we may infer the unreasonableness, as 
well as wickedness, of a persecuting policy. The 
infliction of pain and torture, on account ofa dis- 
similarity of faith and opinion, only tends to defeat 
the end for which it was intended. Every period 
of the Church in which the fire of persecution has 
en kindled, evinces the truth of this statement. 
The conduct of the ruling party among the Jews, 
towards Jesus and his apostles and disciples, may 
be cited as one example out of many. No course 
is better calculated to expose the erroneousness of 
a false religion, than for its abettors to become so 
sanguine and dictatorial, as to endeavor to dissem- 
inate their dogmas “ by force and arms.” And it 
should ever be remembered by all who have “nam- 
ed the name of Christ, that Ais religion, in its pur- 
ity, admits of no persecution, whether verbal or ac- 
tual. In his doctrine, his moral precepts, and ex- 
amples, the Founder of our religion discountenanc- 
ed and discarded the spirit of bitterness and cruel- 
ty. It may be asserted without the fear of success- 
ful contradiction, that every professor of the chris- 
tian doctrine, of whatever denomination, has de- 
parted from the spirit of its author, in the same pro- 
portion as he hasbeen disposed to persecute oth- 
ers, merely for imbibing different sentiments. 

The only assistance which persecutors can 
hope to render to the cause of their religion, is, to 
inake hypocrites, or converts like themselves. 
évery one who either embraces a religion, or con- 
tinues in the profession of one he does not believe, 
through fear of being persecuted if he does not, is, 
at heart, a real hypocrite, a “ whited sepulchre.” 
“ Where persecution begins, christianity ends ;” 
and, as said the shrewd Jortin, “ To banish, im- 
prison, plunder, starve, hang, and burn men, for re- 
ligion,is not the gospel of Christ ; 
of the Devil.” 


THE VERMONT LEGISLATURE. 
It will be recollected by some of our readers, that 
less than a year since, we gave a brief sketch of the 
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ravings of orthodoxy, in Verment, on account of the , 


eppointment of Rev. R. Bartlett, of Hartland, a 
Universalist, to preach the Election Sermon, in that 
State, before the Legislature, which is now in ses- 
sion. Pompous demands were made, by the pious 


For. 


but the gospel. 


denounce universalism by an official voice, nor per- 
mit its advocates to hold a name or standing in the 
grand confederacy of christian denominations. 
And probably they have tried their strength to the 
utmost ; but alas! they are weighed in the balance 
and found wanting ; for, notwithstanding all their 
fulminations and threats, the present enlightened 
and liberal Legislature have chosen the Rev. J. L. 
Palmer, of Barre, another Universalist, their Chap - 
lain. (The Rev. Mr. Bartlett, declined being a 
candidate, on account of his being sent a represen- 
tative from Hartland.) 

So that, in addition to this renewed expression 
of the voice of the State, there are, in its present 
Assembly, two Universalist Preachers, and enough 
| believers in the doctrine and liberal minded men 
of other orders, to choose, at the first balloting, a 
Universalist Chaplain. Will our adversaries allow 
us to exclaim, in language whichthey are daily ut- 
tering, in substance ? Vor populit, Vor Dei—The 
voice of the people, is the voice of God. 

We do not publish these things by way of tri- 
umph ; but as the public recognition of our unde- 
niable right, in one of the most enlightened States, 
in the Union. For notwithstanding the local situ- 
ation of Vermont, the depth of its valleys and the 
loftiness of its mountains, we hesitate not to say, 
that the inhabitants of that fertile, healthful and im- 
portant section of the country, are as enterprising 
and enlightened, as those of any other parts, with 
whose intellectual character, we have become ac- 
quainted. 





SERIOUS FACTS. 

The “ Religious Remembrancer,” a “ Presbytert- 
an paper,” published in the City of .Philadelphia, 
has at last come out in an undisguuised statement of 
facts ; which, we presume will not be disputed by 
any “ honest” man, who is acquainted with the 
people to whom it alludes. Why do not the ortho- 
dox papers, in New England, generally copy that 
precious article ? Ah, perhaps they suspect that too 
many of their readers would exclaim, “ By that say- 
ing, thou reproachest us also.” 


“To be plain, (says the Remembrancer) and in 
being so, to prove ourselves honest, we design ex- 
pressly to expose the criminal defect of church dis- 
cipline, in permitting notorious liars, habitual drun- 
kards, and men of questionable honesty, to disgrace 
the ranks of the followers of Uhrist. 

Some persons may be ready to inquire with as- 
‘tonishment, if it be really so, that notorious lars 

and habitual drunkards are permitted to lay sacri- 
legious hands on the emblems of Christ’s body and 
blood ?—Would to God that lamentable facts did 
not warrant us in an affirmative answer to such 
inquiry. We are constrained, however, to say 
, that things are even thus; and although the con- 
; ception be painful in the extreme to the truly pi- 
ous, yet as it Cannot increase the malignity of a 
sore to ascertain its actual extent and ravages, it 
seems, in our estimation, to be the better course to 
expose the evil of which we complain, and to set it 
forth in its actual condition. We have in our eye, 
at this moment, certain menmabers in full commu- 
nion with the Presbyterian church in Philadelphia, 
who are known to the elders appointed to rule over 
them in the Lord, to be in the constant practice of 
uttering absolute falsehoods. These have became 
so habituated to lying, that nothing they say is re- 
garded as being entitled to any credit. In short, 
their fellow-communicants feel little or no hesita- 
tion in pronouncing them to be liars, and common 
fame appropriates to them the same character. 











friends of equal rights, in Vermont, for the regene- 
rate free-holders to arise,in the majesty of their 
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Ssrength,and elect godly representatives who would j the public at large.” 


There are others, whose habitual intoxication 
obtrudes itself on the notice of their brethren and 
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THE CHRISTIAN VISIPANT. : 
We have received the first and second No’s. ot 
the “ Christian Visitant,’ one number of each, and 
are happy in giving them our unqualified approba- 
tion. The publishing committee have employed 
pen, in furnishing those numbers, which generally 
does justice to its subject, however important and 
difficult. Our friend at Portsmouth, who has made 
application for some of the Visitants, will be fur- 
nished with them as soon as may be convenient. 
Other applications will be cheerfully attended to. 


Dr. PAYSON’S REMOVAL—avmost ! 

Dr. Payson, of this town, has had a call to be 
come the Pastor of Hanover-Street Church, in Bos 
ton, with the offer of a salary of $1600 per year. 
The offer is not over generous, considering that the 
Doctor would run something ofa risk,in leaving 
his numerous and adoring Church, in this place, 
and trust to management and good luck, in building 
up another. lesire to 





It is said he has a strong d 
accept the call, but will not do it, if it is likely to 
excite the indignation of his friends in Portland. 





The only apotoey which we conceive necessa- 
ry, for occupying so much of this day’s paper, 
with the three long articles, which are inserted, is, 
to remind our readers, that they are not only im 
portant, but, that neither of them could be conv 
niently deferred, till our next. 

We have admitted the controversy on Br. Cobb’s 
Sermon relative to the Judgment of Christ, from a 
conviction, that it will not only induce hundreds, 
of different persuasions, to read the Sermon, who 
otherwise would not, but it will also be the means 
of throwing some more light on that important 
and interesting subject, which, to say the least, is 
not clearly understood, by people in general. 





Br. Aener Knreranp, of New York, has issued 
Proposals for publishing, by subscription, “ AN 
CIENT UNIVERSALISM, as taught by Curist 
and his Arosties,” in Reply to a Pamphlet, enti- 
tled “ Remarks on Mopern Universatism,” &c. 
&c. by Apam Emptr, A. M. Rector of St. James 
Church, Wilmington, N.C. Price 25 ets. 

{Subscriptions received by the Editor. 





TuHanxksGivine. Thursday, the 24th inst. is ap 
pointed as aday of Public Praise and Thanksgiv- 
ing throughout this State, New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut and New York. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

“ Young Preachers,” ‘ Questions for Dr. Bur- 
ton, of Thetford, Vt.” will probably appear in vur 
next. 

The “ Honest Confession,” by a * Real Univer- 
salist,” will be published, if we think it will be pro- 
ductive of good. 

“ Crazy Perer,” has not yet been examined. 


ae 








MARRIED 

In this town, Mr. Henry Poor to Miss Eliza Pope—Mr. 
George W. Lewis to Miss Sarah Williams—Mr. David Woe- 
terhouse to Miss Charlotte Perkins—Mr. Benjamin Small to 
Miss Abigail Ingersoll— Mr. Ira D. Bugbee to Miss lliza-ann 
(' Austin---Mr Heary Ward to Miss Mary B. Austin 


— 
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DIED 
In this town, Ecizasetn, oldest child of Capt. Nathar 
Nutter, aged 8 years. 
As blooms the fragrant fower of Spring, 
(nd bathes itself in pearly dew, 
Or drinks the stream of sun-beams in, 
Unfolding all its charms to view ; 
And as the gay-drest, smiling flow’: 
Is frail, like all things else below, 
Or falls, fair being of an hour, 
When smitten by the fatal blow; 
So did the sweet Exiza* smile— 
A human, intellectual rose— 
Life’s tedious moments to beguile, 
With jovs which every Parent knows; 
Till Death his pointed arrow threw, 
And pierc'’d the infant Charmer’s breas,; 
Then up to heaven her spirit flew— 
Swiftas a thought—rTo prrerct nes 














* Klezabeth. 








AS CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
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